Brainstorming Meeting on Competition & Investment

 IWOGDA Project

8th – 9th November 2002, Hotel Trident, Jaipur, India 

Agenda 

	Day I, 8th November 2002

	1345-1400

	Introduction

By Pradeep S Mehta, Secretary General, CUTS

	1400 – 1430
	Competition I 

By Kevin Gray, British Institute of International and Comparative Law, London

· Definition and Scope of Competition 

· Core principles: transparency, non-discrimination and procedural fairness 

	1430 – 1530
	Discussions 

	1530 – 1545
	Tea/Coffee

	1545 – 1615
	Competition II 

By Gesner Oliveira, ex-President CADE

· Cross-border issues: export cartels, M&As (mergers & acquisitions) and provisions on hard-core cartels 

· Cooperation between agencies, voluntary, positive comity

	1615 – 1715
	Discussions

	1830 onwards
	Reception followed by Dinner

	Day II, 9th November 2002

	0900 – 0930
	Competition III 

By Faye Sampson, Legal Consultant

· Public Interest, window for exceptions and exemptions 

· Technical assistance and capacity-building commitments, support for progressive reinforcement of competition institutions in developing countries

	0930 – 1030 
	Discussions

	1030 – 1045
	Tea/Coffee

	1045 – 1115
	Investment I 

By Manoj Pant, JNU, New Delhi, India

· Scope and definition of Investment 

· Core principles; transparency, non-discrimination and procedural fairness 

· Nature of commitments – exceptions and exemptions, use of a GATS-style positive list approach

	1115 – 1215
	Discussions

	1215 – 1245
	Investment II 

By Shishir Priyadarshi, Development Division, WTO

· Development provisions: special development needs of LDCs and SICs, technical assistance and capacity building, balance of payments safeguards, trade and financial needs of developing countries; S&DT 

· Special and Differential Treatment: needs of developing and least developed countries, need for appropriate flexibility, exceptions and exemptions

· National policy space: ways of taking into account the development policies and objectives of host governments incl. Right to regulate in the public interest, ways of balancing the interests of host countries with home countries; Interface between investment and competition

	1245-1330
	Lunch

	1330 – 1430
	Discussions

	1430-1500
	Investment III 

By Simon Evenett, World Trade Institute

· Consultation and dispute settlement between Members and/or between Members and non-state actors 

· Relation with other WTO provisions, existing bilateral and regional arrangements on investment

	1500-1600
	Discussions

	1600 – 1615
	Tea & Coffee

	1615-1645
	The Way Forward

By Pradeep S Mehta

	1645 – 1715
	Discussions

	1715 – 1730
	Concluding remarks 


