INVITATION TO A WORKSHOP ON COMPETITION AND DEVELOPMENT

To: Civil Society Organisations and all interested Persons

You are invited to take part in a workshop on competition and development. Discussions will be centred on the development dimension of competition law and policy, consumer protection issues, and the role civil society plays in promoting competition culture to enhance development.

The workshop will take place during the World Summit on Sustainable Development 2002 in Johannesburg on Thursday, 29th August from 17.30 – 19.30. This will be held at the Aloe Room, IUCN Environment Centre, 135 Rivonia, Sandton. 

Issues that will be discussed during the workshop include:

· Whether competition policy and law contributes to development in a country. Issues for considerations include effect on FDI flows and domestic liberalisation programmes.

· Relationship with other forms of regulation such as environmental regulation which for instance is likely to impose restrictions on entry, exit and pricing in non-natural monopoly industries.

· Enhancing consumer protection by addressing the anticompetitive issues that concern consumers directly such as restrictive trade practices and unfair trade practices 

· What role can civil society play in making competition work for development? How can they influence policy especially with the shift towards creating competition framework at the national, regional and multilateral level?

The workshop will be organised by CACPK (Citizen’s Alliance for Consumer Protection of Korea) and CUTS (Consumer Unity and Trust Society) from India. These organisations are actively engaged in programs looking into competition and consumer issues.

If you are not visiting the WSSD in Johannesburg, please pass this invitation on to a colleague who will attend the WSSD

Please send your confirmation to: cuts@cuts.org  

