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THE EVENT
CUTS-Centre for Sustainable Production and Consumption, Calcutta and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), Paris organised a roundtable meeting to discuss the contribution made by Southern NGOs in assisting UNEP and other inter-government organisations like the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands to implement Multilateral Environment Agreements in developing countries.

A partnership (Type-II) initiative titled “Network of People and their Representatives for Action on Atmospheric Issues” was launched during this meeting. The initiative is jointly hosted by CUTS-Centre for Sustainable Production and Consumption (CUTS-CSPAC), Calcutta and the UNEP, Paris. 

DELIBERATIONS
Inaugurating the roundtable meeting, Pradeep S Mehta, Secretary General, CUTS said that UNEP deserves kudos for being one of the most active inter-government organisations to work with non-government organisations (NGOs) to address environmental issues. He mentioned that the partnership initiative on atmospheric issues was designed in consultation with UNEP primarily to address the linkage between unsustainable production and consumption and atmospheric problems.

“It is crucial to link atmospheric issues with poverty reduction to receive support from common people,” said Delmar Blasco, Secretary General of Ramsar Convention on Wetlands. Till date, multilateral environment agreements (MEAs) have been treated to be remote from common people’s daily problems. Hence, it is still perceived as a luxury in the developing world. This feeling could be reduced with greater NGO involvement. Also governments have not used MEAs as a tool for fighting poverty.  

Blasco said that the problem is not with the essence of MEAs but the failure to link this with other natural resource management issues. Currently, environment makes breaking news only when a major catastrophe or disaster occurs viz. Bhopal gas tragedy and it only attracts short-term attention. This can be altered only when legislators are involved in environmental issues.

Laura Williamson, Programme Officer, United Nations Environment Programme highlighted how UNEP has been working with civil society to implement MEAs at local as well as global level. She mentioned that UNEP has been working with CUTS to brief legislators on atmospheric issues. 

Williamson said that parliamentarians could play a crucial role in formulating policies. Hence, their involvement will enable better implementation of such policies by governments. MEAs can be successfully implemented if and only it receives support from a local constituency. It is also crucial to see how an environmental problem would affect women and children.


Agus Sari, Director, Pelangi said that energy use and mobility are the leading sectors responsible for atmospheric degradation. But, any change in these sectors is likely to affect common people. Again, if such changes do not happen in these sectors and atmospheric degradation is allowed to continue unabated, then it would adversely affect food security and the livelihoods of people. Hence, it is important to understand the essence of sustainable production and consumption patterns. 

Sari expressed concern on the mushrooming of MEAs globally and mentioned that reaction on such agreements have also become global. He felt that consumer groups could play a major role in implementing MEAs. While such organisations could also serve as watchdogs for checking adverse developments on atmospheric issue, they could pressure government for faster implementation of such agreements and also educate common people on such issues. He felt it was crucial that NGOs develop a strong network to establish a link between the global and local levels.

Arjun Dutta, Coordinator, CUTS-Centre for Sustainable Production and Consumption said day-to-day activities like cooking, driving, production of goods, etc could all add to pollution and atmospheric degradation. Keeping this in mind, the partnership initiative would try to increase awareness of legislators and consumers on the impact of unsustainable production and consumption on atmosphere.

Dutta mentioned that according to initial findings by UNEP, it is being indicated that the growing cocktail of soot, particles, aerosols and other pollutants are becoming a major environmental hazard for Asia. However, the finding is being debated.

Atiq Rahman, Director, Bangladesh Centre for Advanced Studies and Climate Action Network South Asia, said that MEAs could be used to arrest any decline on the level of poverty. He felt that it was important to get local parliamentarians involved in international negotiations on environmental issues. He said that Climate Action Network South Asia would endorse the partnership initiative.

Jyoti Parikh, Indira Gandhi institute of Development Research said that in developing countries the roles of NGOs are much more compared to developing countries. However, developing countries should push for equal per capita emission rights. She mentioned that the Global Environmental facility has around $2 billion for work on environment, but it needs to be seen how the quantum of such fund can be increased.  She felt that plan for implementation of MEAs should be built into the national development strategy for eradication of poverty.

Discussions also took place on how to measure the impact of the actions mentioned in the initiative and how legislators might be made interested in multilateral environment agreements. It was stressed that publications needed to be reader friendly. UNEP, Ramsar Convention on Wetlands, Climate Action Network and Pelangi endorsed the partnership initiative. It was decided that United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and GLOBE would be approached for their support towards this initiative. The next meeting of the initiative would be held during the 8th Conference of Parties on Climate Change at New Delhi, India. 
KEY RECOMMENDATIONS
· It is crucial to link atmospheric issues with poverty reduction to receive support from common people. This would be included as an objective in the partnership proposal

· MEAs can be successfully implemented if and only it receives support from a local constituency

· Involvement of legislators would attract more attention on environmental issues.

· NGOs could play a major role in implementation of MEAs

· Creating awareness on sustainable production and consumption as a tool to curb atmospheric degradation is required.

· Local parliamentarians need to be involved in international negotiations on environmental issues.

· Implementation of MEAs should be built into the national development strategy for eradication of poverty

For further details contact:

Arjun Dutta

Centre for Sustainable Production and Consumption (CSPAC)
Consumer Unity & Trust Society (CUTS)
3 Suren Tagore Road, 2nd Floor, 
Calcutta-700019, India
Telefax: 91-33-4601424 
Em: cutscal@vsnl.com
Web: www.cuts.org







