	Partnership Conclave 12-14 March, 2003


The Background

The condition of being poor relates to and results from a host of deprivations: physical, material and psychic capabilities and other forms of discrimination. The absolute number of vulnerable and deprived poor continues to remain a big challenge to the international community, all the more in the spate of globalisation. 

A pre-condition for the reduction of poverty, would be a form of global governance that is transparent and accountable to people, and engaged with the core principles of the right to development. This ushers a need for civil society organisations, government and inter-government organisations, and other stakeholders to collaborate towards an improved system of governance.

The Partnership Conclave is based on this context of collaboration to push forward various development agendas and deliberate on implementation plans and issues.

The Objectives

· Catalyse innovative approaches to decentralisation facilitating devolution of power to local governance and understanding about environment and appropriate methodology for pro-poor actions.

· Facilitate the growth and strengthening of civil society and enhance the representative capacity of poor through mobilisation.

· Generate and absorb ideas and concepts for future actions on issues of governance and its relationship with poverty reduction.

The Participants

· Representatives from developed and developing economies, in particular, Asian and African regions.

· Representatives of civil society organisations including consumer organisations, governmental organisations, inter-governmental organisations, media, and academic institutions.

Conclave Structure

Plenary and case study sessions on socio-economic issues such as trade, investment, competition and regulation, public goods, sustainable development, women’s and consumers’ rights have been planned to bring experience and expertise of participants to the table. The policy debates will be on WTO’s Doha Development Agenda, DFID’s White Paper on International Development, the UNDP Human Development Reports, the World Bank’s World Development Reports, UN Secretary General’s Global Compact, Jeffrey Sachs’ Vaccine Fund Proposal and such global initiatives.

Case study sessions and discussions on policy papers will be held on first two days of the Conclave, while the last day - 14th March, a day before the World Consumer Rights Day will be devoted to consumers and their role in governance and poverty reduction.

Design and Schedule

(As on 11th March 2003 ) 
GOVERNANCE AND ITS RELATIONSHIP TO POVERTY REDUCTION
PARTNERSHIP CONCLAVE
New Delhi, India, 12-14 March, 2003 
Day 1 – Wednesday, 12 March, 2003 
0900-0930
Opening Session 
Speakers
Arun Jaitley, Minister for Commerce & Industry and Law & Justice, India  

Chair                 Muchkund Dubey, Former Foreign Secretary of India 
Pradeep S. Mehta, Secretary General, CUTS 
0930-1100
Plenary I: Countdown to 2015  
                         How far has the world progressed in achieving the Millennium Development 
                         Goals? 
Chair                 Muchkund Dubey, Former Foreign Secretary of India 
Speakers
Eveline Herfkens, UN Secretary General’s Executive Coordinator for the 
                          Millennium Development Goals Campaign 
Charlotte Seymour-Smith, Head of the India Office of Department for International Development, UK  
Kaushik Basu, Professor of Economics, Cornell University, USA 
Moderator
David Kalete, Programmes Director, CIVICUS   
Inaugural address by   I. K. Gujral, Former Prime Minister of India 
1100-1130
Tea/Coffee 
1130-1300 
Workshops  
                          Workshop I: Integrating Sustainability into Development Planning  
                         Facilitator: Kaushik Basu, Professor of Economics, Cornell University, USA 
            Destruction caused to natural wealth through economic development, Solomon   
            Islands
            John Roughan, Solomon Islands Development Trust 
                         Model for Millennium Development Goals, Paraguay
                         Cesar Cabello, Co-ordinator, Instituto Desarollo
                         Cross-border issues affecting poverty reduction in Southern Africa
                         Richard Humphries, Southern African Regional Poverty Network 
                         Community initiative for local governance and as contribution to Agenda 21, 
                         Malaysia
                         Bishan Singh, Management Institute for Social Change 

                         Workshop II: Privatisation of Public Goods  
                         Facilitator: Usha Jumani, Managing Trustee, Jumani Foundation, India  
                        Self- Governing Institutions and Community Forestry Resources: Role of Civil 
                        Society, A Study of Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and Orissa, India
                        S. N. Sangita, Institute for Social and Economic Change 
                        Water privatisation in West Africa: Lessons from three countries 
                        Douglas Korsah Brown, Executive Director, Centre for Environmental Law and 
                        Development, Ghana 
           Privatisation of the power sector, Orissa, India
                       D. K. Roy, Former Chairman of Orissa Electricity Regulatory Commission   
           Towards Universalisation of Primary Education in India- The experience of 
                        'Pratham'
                       Rajan, 'Pratham' 
 
           Workshop III: Promoting Health for the Poor  

           Facilitator: James Love, Director, Consumer Project on Technology, USA
                        Community-based health insurance scheme, Gujarat, India
                       Akash Acharya, Community-based Health Insurance Project 
                        Politics of Essential Drugs in Bangladesh

           Zafrullah Chowdhury, Gonoshasthaya Kendra  
                        Traditional System of Medicine
                        Rama Baru, Professor, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, India 
1300-1430 Lunch 

1430-1600       Workshops 
Workshop IV: Reaching the Masses  
           Facilitator: David Kalete, Programmes Director, CIVICUS 
                        Antyodaya: An approach for poverty alleviation, India
                        M. L. Mehta, Former Chief Secretary, Govt. of Rajasthan, India
                        Debt Relief Movement in Rajasthan, India
                        R. L. Tiwari, Dr. Ambedkar Human Rights and Public Welfare Association 
                        Flood Action Plan in Bangladesh
                       Rizwana Hassan, Bangladesh Environmental Lawyers Association 
    Gram Phone in Andhra Pradesh, India
           MADAN Mohan Rao, Rural Telecom Foundation* 
           Workshop V: Livelihood Security- What are the Issues?
           Facilitator: Shubhashish Gangopadhyay, Director, India Development 
           Foundation 
           Employment generation for women in Gujarat, India
           Mona Dave, Self Employed Women’s Association 
                        Code 95: Revision of Housing Laws in Kenya
                        David Kuria, Intermediate Technology Development Group 
                        Protecting interests of the fishing community in India 
                        Thomas Kocherry, World Forum of Fisheries People 

                         Direction for possible interventions in poverty alleviation: A case study of 
                         Srilankan Tea Sector
                         Anura Herath, Economics Research Unit, Dept. of Export Agriculture, Srilanka
                        Workshop VI: Oxfam’s Make Trade Fair Campaign 

            Biranchi Upadhyaya, Country Representative, Oxfam GB in India  
                     About the Campaign: Anand K Das, Oxfam GB in India 
1600-1630     Tea/Coffee 
1630-1830     Plenary II: Beyond Johannesburg  
                      How can both the rich and the poor work towards sustainable development? 
Speakers      Erna Witoelar, Commissioner of the Earth Charter and Former Minister of Human     
                      Settlement and Regional Development, Indonesia
         
 
Ashok Khosla, President, Development Alternatives, India

Kirit Parikh, Professor Emeritus, Indira Gandhi Institute of Development 
Research, India

Discussants Heba Nassar, Professor of Economics, Cairo University, Egypt

                     Douglas Korsah Brown, Executive Director, Centre for Environmental Law and 
                      Development, Ghana 

Moderator     Leena Srivastava, Director of Regulatory Studies & Governance Division, Tata 
                     Energy Research Institute, India 
Day 2 – Thursday, 13 March, 2003 
 0900-1100   Plenary III: Critical Issues Faced by the Poor  
                     What progress has the world made in fulfilling the basic needs of the poor? 
Speakers     James Love, Director, Consumer Project on Technology, USA 
                     Zafrullah Chowdhury, Director, Gonoshashthaya Kendra, Bangladesh 
                     Malcolm Damon, Economic Justice Network of FOCCISA, South Africa 
Moderator   Subhashish Gangopadhyay, Director, India Development Foundation 
1100-1130   Tea/Coffee 
1130-1300   Workshops 
                    Workshop VII: Promoting Effective Governance             
                   Facilitator: Bishan Singh, Executive Director, Management Institute for Social 
                    Change, Malaysia 
                    Taking administration to the villages, Rajasthan, India 
                    G. S. Sandhu, Government of Rajasthan 

                   The Dynamics of Corruption in the Indian Administrative Service: A study of Uttar 
                    Pradesh 
                    Raju Sharma, National  Authority for Chemical Weapon Convention   
                  Economic PolicyResearch to Promote Effective Governance in Southern 
                  Africa
                  Dirk Hansohm, Namibian Economic Policy Research Unit 
                    Bhoomi: A case on computerised maintenance of land records in Karnataka, 
                    India
                    Rajiv Chawla, Government of Karnataka 


      Workshop VIII: Rethinking Investment for Development  
                  Facilitator: Suman Bery, Director, National Council of Applied Economic 
                   Research, India   
                   Laveesh Bhandari, Indicus Analytics, New Delhi, India Indicus Analytics, New 
                   Delhi, India
                  Atiqur Rahman, Associate Professor and Chairman, Dept. of Economics, North 
                  South University, Bangladesh 
                  Gesner Jose de Oliviera, Ex-Chairman, CADE Competition Bureau, Brazil   



                  
                  Workshop IX: Trade and Labour Linkages  
                 Facilitator: T. N. Srinivasan, Professor of Economics, Yale University, USA
                  P. Haridasan, Director, ICFTU-APRO, New Delhi
                  G. Sanjeeva Reddy, Indian National Trade Union Congress* 

                  Gautam Mody, Centre for Workers Management, India 

                  Allistair Smith, National Labour Economic Development Institute, South Africa*

                 Workshop X: Farmers’ Rights: Options Before Mountain Communities                  Facilitator: Ratnakar Adhikari, Executive Director, South Asia Watch on Trade, 
                  Economics and Environment, Nepal   
                  Nabin Sen, University of Calcutta, India 

                 Ghayur Alam, Centre for Sustainable Development, India
1300-1430 Lunch 
1430-1600 Workshops 
                  Workshop XI: Making Markets Work for the Poor  
                 Facilitator: Gesner Jose de Oliveira, Ex-Chairman, CADE Competition Bureau, 
                  Brazil

                  Spine chilling experiences of anti-competitive practices of Malawi
                  John Kapito, Consumer Association of Malawi 
                  Hindustan Lever Ltd. and Bhutan Government conflict on marketing issues
                  Suresh Moktan, Ministry of Trade and Industry  
                  Bank mergers in Canada
                  R. Shyam Khemani, Adviser, Competition Policy, The World Bank
     Workshop VIII (Contd.): Rethinking Investment for Development  
     Facilitator: Suman Bery, Director, National Council of Applied Economic Research,   
     India   
                  Sanjib Pohit, NCAER, India
                  David Ongolo, Adviser, CUTS-Centre for International Trade Economics &             
                  Environment
       
       Flora Kessey, Research Fellow, The Economic&Social ResearchFoundation, 
                  Tanzania

                  K. S. Sajeev, CUTS-Africa Resource Centre
 
     Workshop XII: Trade and Environment Linkages  
                  Facilitator:  Veena Jha, Coordinator, UNCTAD
                  Werner Corrales, Senior Fellow with ICTSD, Former Minister of Development and 
                  Former Ambassador of  Venezuela to the WTO
                  Ricardo Melendez Ortiz, Executive Director, ICTSD, Switzerland
                  Meeta Mehra, Fellow, Policy Analysis Division, TERI, India*

                  Thiery de Oliveira, Programme Officer, UNEP
                  Workshop X (Contd.): Farmers’ Rights: Options Before Mountain Communities
                 Facilitator: Ratnakar Adhikari, Executive Director, South Asia Watch on Trade, 
                 Economics and Environment, Nepal   
                 Ashish Ghosh, Centre for Environment and Development, Kolkata, India

                 Biswajit Dhar, Indian Institute of Foreign Trade*
1600-1630 Tea/Coffee 
1630-1830 Plenary IV: From Doha to Cancun 
                 What should be the strategies for achieving an equitable and sustainable world 
                 trading system with global welfare as its goal? 
Speakers  Pascal Lamy, Commissioner for Trade, European Commission 
 
                  S. N. Menon, Additional Secretary, Department of India

                 T. N. Srinivasan, Professor of Economics, Yale University, USA 
Discussants T. K. Bhaumick, Senior Policy Adviser, Confederation of Indian Industry

                  Jairam Ramesh, Commentator & Secretary (Economic Cell), Indian National 
                  Congress   
                  David Luke, Trade, Debt and Globalisation Advisor, UNDP
Moderator Martin Wolf, Associate Editor & Chief Economics Commentator, Financial Times,
London 
1900-2200 Dinner 
Day 3 – Friday, 14 March, 2003 
                        0900-1100   Plenary V: What Type of Economic Liberalisation
                  Are regulatory policies meeting their objectives and targets? 
  
Speakers   Abul Ahsan, Former Secretary General, SAARC, Bangladesh*

                  Gesner Jose de Oliveira, Ex-Chairman, CADE Competition Bureau, Brazil 

     John Gara, Adviser, Commercial Justice Reform Programme, Uganda   

     R. Shyam Khemani, Adviser, Competition Policy, The World Bank   
Discussants Peter Muchoki Njoroge, Commissioner, Monopolies and Prices Commission, Kenya
                  Veena Jha, Coordinator, UNCTAD
Moderator Suman Bery, Director, National Council of Applied Economic Research, India 
1100-1130 Tea/Coffee 
1130-1330  Plenary VI: Consumer Rights and Responsibilities  
                  What should be the consumer policy approaches on GMOs? 
Speakers  Sharad Yadav, Minister for Food & Consumer Affairs, India

                   Rhoda Karpatkin, President Emeritus, Consumer Union, USA


      Suman Sahai, Convenor, Gene Campaign, India

Discussants   Muyunda Ililonga, Executive Director, Zambia Consumers Association  
                    Sriram Khanna, Managing Trustee, VOICE, India

Moderator  Allan Asher, Director of Campaign and Corporate Communications, Consumers 
                   Association, UK 
1330-1500  Lunch 
1500-1700  Closing 
                  Bhairon Singh Shekhawat, Vice President of India *
                   
                   Muchkund Dubey, Former Foreign Secretary of India

      Tejendra Khanna, Chairman, Ranbaxy Laboratories Limited
                   Werner Corrales, Senior Fellow with ICTSD, Former Minister of Development and 
                   Former Ambassador of  Venezuela to the WTO
                   V. S. Vyas, Member of Prime Minister of India's Economic Advisory Council
                  Wajahat Habibullah, Secretary, Ministry of Consumer Affairs, India
                   Bipul Chatterjee, Director, CUTS 
* TBC
Confirmation of registration

After the registration form has been received by CUTS, confirmation of the registration will be forwarded to all participants. Please bring this confirmation to the registration desk during the Conclave.

If you have suggestions or would like to contribute to some session within the Conclave programme, please contact the Event Co-ordinator. If you are interested in exhibiting your publications during the event, please also contact the Event Co-ordinator.


Delhi City

The very heart of the world’s largest democracy, Delhi is quite naturally the focus of all India. The capital of India is really two diametrically opposite cities that have come together in one eclectic amalgam. On the one hand is the Old Delhi of the Mughals, created by Shah Jehan – a medieval place of imperial forts, soaring mosques and bazaars. 

On the other is the New Delhi built by the British; replete with broad avenues, stately homes and landscaped gardens. Sansad Bhavan, the Indian Parliament House, Rashtrapati Bhavan, the palace-like official residence of the President of India, and India Gate, a 42-metre-high arch of triumph bearing the names of 85,000 Indian Army lives lost in World War I, the North-West Frontier operations and Afghanistan in 1919. New Delhi March temperatures range from 15oC to 25oC (59oF to 77oF). 

Partner Organisations
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National Council for                 Tata Energy                South Asia Watch on            Confederation          International Centre                      Oxfam 
Applied Economic              Research  Institute,           Trade, Economics &         of Indian Industries,     for Trade & Sustainable              International

Research, New Delhi,               New Delhi,             Environment,  Kathmandu,           New Delhi,            Development, Geneva,              Great Britain  
India                                 India                                      Nepal                               India                         Switzerland                   International

About CUTS

Established in 1983, Consumer Unity & Trust Society (CUTS) is a recognised, non-partisan, non-profit and non-governmental organisation pursuing economic equity and social justice within and across borders having its headquarters at Jaipur, India. It has five programme centres: two at Jaipur, one each at Chittorgarh, New Delhi and Calcutta. CUTS is one of the first NGOs from India to have international presence with its African resource centre in Lusaka, and representative offices in London and Nairobi. 

The organisation is engaged in issues relating to consumer protection, international trade, investment and competition, sustainable consumption and rural development, in particular on women’s empowerment. It is accredited to the UNCTAD, UNEP, UNCSD, and is affiliated to several national, regional, and international organisations such as Consumers International; International Centre for Trade and 

Sustainable Development; South Asia Watch on Trade, Economics and Environment; Environment Liaison Centre International; CIVICUS; and Consumer Co-ordination Council, India.

  Visit our web site www.cuts.org/cuts-anniversary.htm for the most up-to-date version.

Registration Form

Partnership Conclave

“Governance and its Relationship with Poverty Reduction”

12-14 March, 2003, New Delhi

A. Identification (Please Type or Print Clearly)

Salutation (i.e. Mr, Ms, Dr, etc.) First Name __________________Last Name ____________

Sex ___________________________    Age __________________

Organisation Represented __________________________________________________________________

Designation _____________________________________________________________________________

Nationality _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address _____________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

City _____________________________________ Province/State _________________________

Country __________________________________ Postal Code/Zip Code ___________________

Tel _____________________________________  Fax _________________________________

E-mail ___________________________________ Web Site _____________________________

B. Special Needs

Please indicate any special needs you may have (e.g. dietary, etc.)

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

C Activities of your organisation (Maximum in 100 words)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

D Plenary Session/Theme of interest 

(e.g. ‘From Doha To Cancun .. etc. Please refer to Conclave Agenda) 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

E Please describe, in brief, your particular area of interest and the contribution you believe you could make towards the success of the Partnership Conclave (Briefly in 50 words)

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Signature                                                                                                                                  Date

Upon completion, please return this form by e-mail/fax/courier/post to:

Consumer Unity & Trust Society (CUTS), D-217, Bhaskar Marg, Bani Park, Jaipur 302 016.

Ph: 91-141-220 7482, Fx: 91-141-220 7486, Em: 20thAnniversary@cuts.org
Financial assistance

In spite of attempts to raise financial support for participation, if you do not succeed, you may apply for support from CUTS. Therefore, please send a written request for funding, from your organisation, along with your registration form, to CUTS. Limited resources will be available to participants from developing and less developed countries to help cover travel, accommodation and registration. All funding applications must be received by 31 January 2003; responses will be sent at the earliest possible.
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