Draft Agenda:
Regional dialogue on the Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) Negotiations and Economic Development 
19-21th October, Lusaka, Zambia

Programme
Day one (19th October)

8:30-9:15 
Inaugural/Opening:
Registration and welcome
9:15-11:15
1st session:  Development benchmarking in relation to the EPA process

A) Tools for measuring development components of trade agreements, past and present context. 
B) On assessing the development component of the EPAs and the Cotonou-agreement. Based on the existing proposals on EPAs put forward by negotiation parties 
C) The best possible development benchmark component of an EPA. What development benchmarks should be used to determine the direction of the EPAs process? 

D) Floor discussion
11:15-11:30 Tea/coffee break 
11:30-13:00

2nd session: The EPA review process
A) Background on the review process based on the outcome of the Harare consultation on EPA’s  held on 7-8 September, 06 
B) The ideal review process, how would this look like? Including comments from country delegation

C) ESA group presentation on review process

D) On the outcome of the Khartoum RNF and Mombasa Negotiations between ESA-EU
E)  Floor discussion
13:00-14:00 Lunch

14:00-16:00
Group discussions: Participants divide, based on interest, on the two above sessions to discuss and bring forward recommendations and comments on the issues of development benchmarking and the review process.  

16:00-16:15 Tea/coffee break 

16:15-17:30

Group work presentation and discussion

17:30

End of day one

Day two (20th October)

8:00-10:15


3rd session: EPA and national policy coherence
A) EPA national policy coherenc: Zambia, Kenya and Malawi
B) EPA policy coherence in the regional case, (COMESA, SADC and so on)
C) Optimizing benefits through different trade negotiations

D) Floor discussion
10:15-10:30 Tea/coffee break

10:30-12:00

4th session: Inputs to ESA and SADC EPA negotiation process
A) Analysis of the ESA and SADC EPA negotiation, priorities and process
B) Experience sharing by “Civil Society Capacity Building Project” partners
C) What do ESA/SADC have to loose from moving to GSP/EBA?

D) Floor discussion
12:00-13:30
Group discussion: Participants divide, based on interest, on the two above sessions to discuss and bring forward recommendations and comments on the issues of policy coherence benchmarking and inputs.  

13:30-14:30 Lunch

14:30-15:30

Group work presentation and discussion

15:30-15:45 Tea/coffee break

15:45-17:30
5th session: Way forward 
A) Outcome of group work – recommendations and comments
B) How can policy coherence be achieved?

C) How can countries optimize their situation?
21st October, 2006 
8.00 – 11.00  hrs 

Finalising the Declaration from the dialogue 

Meet the Press 

Departure 

