Moving the Competition Policy Agenda in India

International Conference Organised by CUTS C-CIER

Monday 31st January – Tuesday 1st February, New Delhi, India

Objectives

· Present key findings and recommendations of the research project on Functional Competition Policy for India

· Facilitate exchange of international and national experiences

· Facilitate peer review of the competition policy scenario in India by experts and practitioners

· Draw a framework to implement the Competition Policy agenda in India

· Strengthen cooperation between experts and practitioners working on Competition Policy 

· Showcase India’s experience in Competition Policy and Law 

· Build capacity of stakeholders from India and other countries for an effective competition regime

Background

Competition policy is an integral part of economic policy. The main objective of competition policy and law is to preserve and promote competition as a means to ensure efficient allocation of resources, resulting in best possible choice of quality, lowest prices and adequate supplies to consumers.

Government policies such as trade policy, industrial policy, regulatory reforms, etc. may encourage or impede competition and hence consumer welfare. Thus, although a competition law may be quite narrow in its scope, competition policy is much broader and comprehensive in its scope and seeks to bring harmony in all the Government policies.

For almost half a century since attaining Independence in 1947, India adopted and followed policies comprising what are known as “command-and-control” laws and regulations. The competition law of India, namely, the Monopolies and Restrictive Trade Practices (MRTP) Act, 1969 was one such. 

Widespread economic reforms have been undertaken since early ’nineties, which have significantly changed the economic environment in the country. The MRTP Act was considered inadequate to deal with the emerging economic order. In view of this, India adopted a new competition law, the Competition Act 2002 to replace the MRTP Act. 

Context

India is at the cross roads of implementing a new competition law. However, the country is yet to have a stated Competition Policy. Concerns have been expressed that a lack of awareness about competition policy, and the nature and extent of prevalence of different types of anti-competitive practices in India will pose a major challenge.

Against this backdrop, CUTS has undertaken the research project to develop a Functional Competition Policy for India. The India country component is part of the 7Up2 (comparative analysis of competition regimes in select Asian countries) project supported by the DFID, UK. 

The project covers systemic as well as sectoral issues and endeavours to assist the Government of India to come up with a Competition Policy that is ‘implementable’. The project has involved top experts of the country who have good understanding on competition issues, as well as different subjects. Each of their names appears in the relevant chapter. The project report will serve as a curtain raiser and as a road map for future more in depth work. 
The Event
Participants will include national and international experts and practitioners, including representatives of government, business chambers, civil society organisations, senior officials from competition authorities of other countries, academicians, media, etc. 

The meeting will be structured as a type of peer review of the Indian Competition Policy scenario. In each session, experts, involved in the project, will make presentation on its findings. This will be followed by comments from international and national participants. Besides, commenting on the presentation, participants would be expected to share their experiences of other countries on competition issues raised with respect to India. This exchange of experience will help in developing a functional competition policy for India.

Sponsors

The project has been supported by the Department for International Development, UK. British High Commission provided support, under the Global Opportunities Fund, to facilitate the participation of experts from UK, in the conference. Australia India Council (AIC),  supported the participation of an expert from Australia. 

The Programme

DAY ONE

0830 – 0900 
Registration & Light Breakfast
0900 – 1030 
Inaugural Session
Welcome
Pradeep S. Mehta, CUTS International, India

Introduction
S Sundar, The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI), India



Roger Nellist, DFID, UK



Frederic Jenny, French Supreme Court (Cour de cassation), France
V K Dhall, Competition Commission of India

Keynote Speech by Kirit Parikh, Planning Commission, Government of India

1030 – 1100
Tea/Coffee
1100 – 1230 
Session I “Competition Policy in India: Evolution and Current Scenario”
Chair 

Frederic Jenny, French Supreme Court (Cour de cassation), France

Presentation 
TCA Anant, Delhi School of Economics, India

Discussants 
R. Shyam Khemani, The World Bank Group, USA
Phil Evans, Consumers Association, UK

1230 – 1400 
Session II “Interface between Regulation and Competition Law”
Chair

Suman Bery, National Council of Applied Economic Research (NCAER), India

Presentation 
TCA Anant, Delhi School of Economics, India
Discussants 
David Lewis, Competition Tribunal, South Africa
Alberto Heimler, Italian Competition Authority, Italy

Sheba Chacko, British Telecom, UK

1400 – 1500 
Lunch
1500 – 1615 
Session III “Cross-border Competition Issues”
Chair

Philippe Brusick, UNCTAD, Switzerland
Presentation 
Aditya Bhattacharjea, Delhi School of Economics, India

Discussants
Josef Drexl, Max Planck Institute for Intellectual Property, Competition & Tax Law, Germany

Joseph Seon Hur, Korea Fair Trade Commission, Republic of Korea

1615 – 1645 
Tea/Coffee
1645 – 1800 
Session IV “Competition Policy Issues at Sub-national Level”
Chair

Fernando Lichucha, Universidade Eduardo Mondlane, Mozambique
Presentation 
Pradeep S Mehta, CUTS International, India

Discussants 
Mark Dutz, The World Bank, USA



Sitesh Bhojani, Barrister and Solicitor, Australia
1900 hours
Reception & Dinner
DAY TWO

0900 – 1030 
Session V “Competition Issues in Manufacturing Sector”
Chair 

Subir Gokarn, CRISIL Ltd., India

Presentation
Manish Agarwal, CUTS C-CIER, India

Discussants
Kirtikumar Mehta, European Commission, Belgium



Derek Ireland, Chreod Ltd., Canada

1030 – 1100 
Tea/Coffee
1100 – 1230 
Session VI “Competition and Regulation in Infrastructure”
Chair 

S Sundar, The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI), India

Presentation 
S L Rao, Institute for Social and Economic Change (ISEC), India

Discussants 
Peter Muchoki Njoroge, Monopolies & Prices Commission, Kenya


Alberto Heimler, Italian Competition Authority, Italy

1230 – 1330 
Session VII “Competition Issues in Pharmaceuticals”
Chair 
S. Chakravarthy, Consultant on Competition Policy & Law, India

Presentation 
Nitya Nanda, CUTS C-CIER

Discussants
Zafarullah Chowdhary, Gonoshasthya Kendra, Bangladesh



Sitesh Bhojani, Barrister and Solicitor, Australia
1330 – 1430 
Lunch
1430 – 1600 
Session VIII “Implementation Issues and Way Forward”
Moderator 
Pradeep S Mehta

Panelists 
S. Chakravarthy, V K Dhall, Josef Drexl, Alberto Heimler, Frederic Jenny, 

Shyam Khemani, David Lewis, Kirtikumar Mehta

Rapporteurs 
Phil Evans, Consumers Association, UK



Subrata Chakraborty, Jaipuria Institute of Management, India
1600 

Tea/Coffee
Venue: 

The Claridges

12 Aurangzeb Road

New Delhi 110 011, India

Ph: 91.11.2301 0211
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