National Seminars

Grassroots Reachout & Networking in India on Trade & Economics (GRANITE)

Linkages between Trade, Development & Poverty Reduction (TDP)

13-15 November 2005, Jaipur

Theme: Stakeholder Perceptions on globalisation, international trade and poverty in India

Objective: To facilitate cross-fertilisation of experiences and lessons learnt during implementation of the GRANITE and TDP projects. The events will deliberate on linkages between trade policy and development policy in India, what stakeholders think about these linkages and related issues. 

Background: CUTS Centre for International Trade, Economics & Environment is implementing these network-based research and advocacy projects through scientific consolidation and expansion of the need-based and demand-driven agenda of building the capacity of Indian civil society organisations and other targeted stakeholders. The objective is to create a better space for the Indian civil society for effective interventions at various levels.  

Context: Issues concerning globalisation, international trade & poverty are often wrongly articulated. A skewed approach has portrayed changes as necessary evils. On the other hand, there is a lack of objective analysis to better understand what stakeholders think about opportunities and challenges. 

The Event: The seminars are intended to involve civil society representatives (public interest NGOs), government bodies, research institutions, media persons, and other stakeholders in a meaningful dialogue. It is to provide a platform to enable them to identify gaps, learn from each other and discuss ways to improve linkages between trade and development, and apply the learnings in their respective fields of activities. 

Venue: Chokhi Dhani, Jaipur

The Agenda

· Pro-poor economic reforms and governance: Issues and concerns

· People’s perceptions on globalisation, international trade and poverty

· The role of media

· Issues before the WTO’s Hong Kong Ministerial Conference
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