CUTS’ MEMORANDUM TO THE FINANCE MINISTER OF RAJASTHAN

IN THE CONTEXT OF THE STATE BUDGET FOR THE YEAR 2002-2003
1.1 The scope and context of the term: `Consumer welfare’ has undergone a significant change since our country embarked on the path of economic reforms.

1.2 Given this, one would expect the existing institutions, legislations and most importantly outlook of our bureaucracy to respond to the new challenges thrown up by the changing scope and context of consumer welfare, as well as by the pace at which these two important facts have been changing.

1.3 CUTS is happy to note that in addition to some important legislative initiatives taken by the Government of Rajasthan, some of which have also been passed and implemented, such as the Rajasthan Right to Information Rules, 2001, initiatives to bring the Government to the grassroots has also been taken, such as ‘Prashasan Gaon ke Sang’ ‘Prashasan Sharaon ke Sang’ etc. We congratulate the Government for taking such initiatives.

1.4 However, to ensure effective implementation of some of these rules and such programmes have a long-term impact on governance, we need to ensure greater participation of people, which would help create a questioning society.  

Thus, sufficient resources need to be provided for building capacities of officials to be responsive to the needs of the people at large. Concomitant capacities of grassroots NGOs also need to be build so that they understand and comprehend issues of governance.

2.1 One of the major problems that our economy faces today is lack of coherence of economic policies among the states. There is no denying of the fact that in a federal structure like ours, the states should enjoy sufficient autonomy in policy making and implementation. But there is also an urgent need for proper coordination in policy making and implementation. 

2.2 The National Development Council (NDC) was constituted essentially keeping this in mind. However, it could not meet the desired objectives. 

CUTS has noted with great satisfaction that the Hon’ble Chief Minister of Rajasthan has expressed similar views. We urge the Government to take the initiative to ensure that due consideration be given to the institutionalisation of the NDC, with a strong and independent secretariat. 

3.1 Controlling public expenditure is one of the needs of the time, as the fiscal situation is becoming unsustainable. With the gradual deregulation of industry and trade, many supervisory and regulatory functions of the Government could be minimised. This would help a great deal in containing the growth of administrative expenditure.

3.2 We are of the opinion that in the context of social justice, public expenditure can become a powerful weapon if it is used to benefit the poor. This can be done by taking up schemes, which improve the productivity and earning capacity of the poor. As the problems of unemployment and poverty are more acute in rural areas, the focus of welfare programmes has to shift to villages. 

3.3 Among the rural mass, women & child, landless labourers and marginal farmers must get priority in receiving benefits from schemes of health, education, land clearance and distribution, credit facilities, rural housing and employment opportunities.  

3.4 In this regard, we take the opportunity to congratulate the Government of Rajasthan for giving top priority to the social sector wherein highest allocations were made during past five years, in comparison to other sectors. However, a number of issues still remain unaddressed to a large extent. 

We advocate for the Government to take more proactive steps to ensure girl child education. Though a number of schemes exist to motivate girls to attend schools, many of these schemes are not being implemented in its true spirit. The lack of facilities in schools, lack of motivators and the lack of effective communication with the villagers and abject poverty are some of the reasons for a low turnout of girls in school followed by a high drop-out rate.  

In sum, CUTS advocates for the following to be taken into consideration while presenting the budget for the year 2002-03. 

· We would like to draw your attention to the women’s welfare fund, which has been set up by the Union Government. On the same lines, we request you to set up a women’s welfare fund at the state level to help the rural poor women to set up small enterprises of their own.

· Landless labourers form 11.54 percent of total rural labour force in the state. In view of this, we request you to announce social security schemes, such as public provident fund with contribution from both the landowners and labourers.

· Small and marginal farmers are one of the major sufferers of drought. We request you to announce insurance schemes for their crops, and also provide for good quality seeds and fertilisers.

· Resettlement of bonded labourers is still to be done in full. The Government had allotted Rs.16.00 lakh in the 1999-2000 and Rs.2.00 lakh in 2000-01. However, it has been noticed that only six percent in the year 1999-2000 and negligible amount in the year 2000-01 was utilised.
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