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PUBLICATIONS

Briefing Papers

The Role of International Cooperation in Building an Effective Competition Regime

Enacting a competition law may not necessarily translate into an effective competition regime. The lack of financial and human resources affect the implementation of competition law in most of the countries. In general the problem is more pronounced in the Asian than in the African countries. Indeed, the central problem is that of political “market failure”.

Competition and Sectoral Regulation Interface

This paper is aimed at presenting a critical examination of the interface between competition and sectoral regulatory laws, especially in the 7-Up countries (seven developing countries of the Commonwealth which were studied in the CUTS’ 7-Up project).

Monograph

Home Country Measures and FDI

This monograph discusses categories of home country measures (HCMs) that can influence outward FDI, the impact of HCMs on the economic development of host countries and the relationship between international investment agreement and HCMs.

It argues that effective coordination by developed home countries can promote growth and development in developing host countries.

Policy Briefs

Multilateral Competition Agreement

The Doha Declaration, signed at the WTO Ministerial Meeting at Doha in November 2001, recognises “the case for a multilateral framework to enhance the contribution of competition policy to international trade and development” and mandates the members to “focus on the clarification” of certain identified elements before “negotiations take place at the fifth session of the Ministerial Conference.”

The prime aim of this paper is to analyse the elements identified in the Doha Declaration for a potential multilateral competition agreement.

Multilateral Framework on Investment

The Doha Declaration, signed at the WTO Ministerial Meeting at Doha in November 2001, mandates the members to “focus on the clarification” of certain identified elements in respect of a potential Multilateral Framework on Investment (MFI) before “negotiations take place at the fifth session of the Ministerial Conference.”

The prime aim of this paper is to analyse the elements identified in the Doha Declaration for a potential MFI.

ARTICLES

Election reforms and `Shekhawat formula' 

The Hindu Business Line, 13th August 2003
For a form of government, which is essentially "of the people, for the people and by the people", it goes without saying that elections are a prerequisite, especially so if it is to be preserved not just as a democracy but a "vibrant democracy". 
But to one's dismay, going by the available figures, to have as many as 107 elections in little over a decade-and-a-half is something developing countries, such as India, can ill afford. http://cuts.org/articlesnew.htm#election_reforms
Examining The Political Case For An Investment Agreement At The WTO

The Financial Express, 12th August 2003
As the D-Day for the Cancun Ministerial approaches, trade policy bureaucrats are very busy in formulating their respective negotiating positions. Even the traditional one-month’s summer holidays in Geneva have been cut down to a fortnight, as the time is very short. 

But, the honchos are busy in their home capitals working out possible trade-offs, so that even if Cancun is not successful, it does not become another Seattle. http://cuts.org/articlesnew.htm#Investment
In Search Of A Deal Maker At Cancun Round 

The Financial Express, 4th August 2003
The EU’s continued persistence with launching negotiations on Singapore issues and objections by the US to a draft WTO agreement on access to essential medicines are giving many sleepless nights. In such a scenario, it is very difficult to predict what could be the possible dealmaker(s) at Cancun a few weeks away. One way or the other, countries are quite keen that the Cancun meeting doesn’t become another Seattle. http://cuts.org/articlesnew.htm#Deal_Maker

CUTS IN MEDIA

http://cuts.org/cutsinmedia1.htm
The issue that puts Cancún at risk (LETTER TO THE EDITOR)
Financial Times, 9th August 2003 

Consumer body to seek ban on Pepsi, Coke

The Hindu Business line, 14th August 2003 

Now Consumer Forum Threatens To Seek Ban On Pepsi, Coke 

INDOlink-News, 14th August 2003 

Trust to seek ban on Pepsi, Coke 

The Tribune, 15th August 2003 
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‘CUTS’ threatens to move apex consumer court


Deccan Herald, 14th August 2003


Consumer Unity and Trust Society (CUTS), a non-governmental organisation, on Thursday, warned Pepsico India and Coca-Cola India that it would move the apex consumer court to get their alleged unsafe products withdrawn from the market and banned for sale.��CUTS charged in a statement here that the two cola majors have been rather hamhanded in the recent controversy by threatening to take legal action against the Centre for Science and Environment (CSE) for putting out a test report alleging presence of pesticides in their soft drinks.��“Consumer groups are indignant about PepsiCo and Cola casting aspersions on the integrity of CSE, whose credibility is above reproach,” CUTS Secretary General Pradeep S. Mehta and Director Rajan R. Gandhi said.


They disclosed that CUTS has written to the CEOs of both the companies seeking their answers to a few “pertinent” questions which are important to consumers' health and safety.��“If the letter meets with no response, we might take legal recourse,” they said.
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