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1 ..... Implementation Issues
2 ..... Special & Differential Treatment
3 ..... Movement of Natural Persons
4 ..... Trade Remedial Measures
5 ..... Trade and Environment
6 ..... Competition Policy
7 ..... Investment
8 ..... Trade Facilitation
9 ..... Transparency in Government Procurement
10.... Non-agricultural Market Access
11.... Trade, Debt and Finance
EVENTS

Panel Discussion: Perspectives on Trade and Labor Migration  

Cancun, 13 September 2003 
Trade is not only about the cross-border movement of merchandises. It is also about people, people moving out of their country to work. Labor migration is not a new phenomenon, but its formal consideration in multilateral trade treaties is just starting. 

The aim of the panel discussion is to discuss the questions: What is at stake in this new negotiating issue? What can developing countries gain from discussions on trade in services on mode 4?  What can we learn from earlier regional experiences? http://cuts.org/forthcoming-events.htm#cancunevent_3
Fringe meeting of the International Network of Civil Society Organisations on Competition (INCSOC) 

Cancun, 11 September 2003

The network intends to put civil society on the map of competition policy discussions at the international and domestic arena. One of the first major projects will be to prepare a World Competition Report by 2005. The joint objective of the meeting is as follows:

· To build coalitions of civil society organisations interested in promoting a healthy competition culture

· To build capacity of the civil society organisations on competition policy issues

· To liaise with all relevant institutions for sharing of experiences and promoting mutual learning on competition issues http://cuts.org/forthcoming-events.htm#cancunevent_2
Panel Discussion on Standards and Market Access

“Northern Consumers – Southern Producers: The need for an alliance”

Cancun, 11 September 2003

The prime objective of this panel discussion is to explore ways and means by which an alliance between Northern Consumers and Southern Producers can be facilitated on a sustainable basis. The overarching goal of this discussion and a potential network will be to help promote better understanding of trade relations between Northern consumers and Southern producers. http://cuts.org/forthcoming-events.htm#cancunevent_1
PUBLICATIONS

Briefing Papers

Competition Policy in South Asian Countries

Competition is the foundation of an efficiently working market system. However, there are several pre-requisites that have to be met in order for the competition process to run smooth. These are free market entry and exit, transparency of the market, freedom of trade and contract, consumer’s ability and willingness to be informed about transparent markets and consumer and producer freedom in decision-making, etc.

Often these prerequisites are not met in developing countries. This holds especially true for countries in South Asia.

India Must Stop Being Purely Defensive in WTO

A collapse of the Cancun Ministerial Conference would be severe setback to the goal of a rule-based, liberal global trading system. India has a lot to lose if the Cancun Ministerial collapses. By abandoning its defensive posture and becoming an enthusiastically active participant, it can play a major role in preventing a collapse.

We should offer proposals of our own that further our interests rather than merely reacting to others.

Research Volume

Bridging the Differences

This research volume analyses five issues of the WTO Agenda: Investment, Competition, Antidumping, Mobility of Labour and Textiles & Clothing. 

It highlights the role that research and policy institutions and civil society organisations can play in informing and influencing policymakers in the field of trade and investment issues, and in working towards bridging the gap between the development of knowledge and policy-oriented issues emerging in the multilateral trading system and to better understand the development dimensions of the international trading system.

Newsletters

Economiquity Special Issue

Great headway has been made in the course of globalisation in removing barriers to the free movement of capital and goods; restrictions to the mobility of natural persons have been increasing over time. This special issue of Economiquity focuses on the pertinent issue of mobility of labour.

Tradequity Special Issue

The linkage between international trade and poverty has been well recognised in today’s policy-making process. Trade potentially influences poverty through its effects on larger market opportunities, economic growth and income distribution.

Given the present international trade and investment regime, an open and liberalised trade policy can foster economic growth; reduce distortions in domestic markets and narrow scope for macro-economic imbalances.

ARTICLES

CAS: Bouquet Of Problems 

The Hindu Business Line, 11 September 2003
Since June, consumer groups have been cautioning against the implementation of Conditional Access System without adequate safeguards. The CAS was supposed to be "consumer-friendly" and even the Prime Minister has gone on record affirming this. What is emerging, presents a terrifying picture of what can happen when the Government uses its muscles with the favour dispensers.  http://cuts.org/articlesnew.htm#Bouquet
Limited Negotiating Capital Must Be Used Judiciously
The Financial Express, 08 September 2003
Quite clearly, the rich countries would not like to see a failure at Cancun and will do everything possible to ensure that it succeeds. However, in pushing their own interests forward they would not give much in substance. Thus, the poor countries, including India, will need to see how they can capitalise on a situation in which the dice is clearly loaded against them. We have limited negotiating capital. Therefore, it is necessary we should use it judiciously. Diplomacy requires that we define our negotiating positions positively, rather than negatively. http://cuts.org/articlesnew.htm#Negotiating
PRESS RELEASES

G-21 Support Swelling, EU Still Clueless

Cancun, 11 September 2003

G-21 alliance still holding on and EU trying hard to break this alliance: the crux of the proceedings that dominated today’s discussion at the WTO Ministerial Conference in Cancun. http://cuts.org/news-cuts1.htm#presscancun_5
Day-I at Cancun – One-Nil in Favour of Developing Countries

Cancun, 10 September 2003

Today was the first business day of the Fifth Ministerial Conference of the WTO.  In a series of meetings over five days, 146 countries are trying to hammer out a new global order on trade – one that balances the contradictory demands of the rich and poor nations. Perhaps, it would have been for the first time in the history of the GATT/WTO Ministerial that all speakers in the inaugural session were from the developing world.  This itself is an indication of the growing importance of developing countries in the multilateral trading system.

With agriculture once again occupying the frontal seat and the informal consultations process adopted being no different from the previous ministerials, things are not very heartening at the end of Day one. http://cuts.org/news-cuts.htm#presscancun_4
Time to get down to real business at Cancun

Cancun, 09 September 2003

Caution in one’s approach seems to be the name of the game. On the one hand, Pascal Lamy, trade commissioner of the European Union is talking about sustainable development. On the other hand, the Indian minister of state for commerce spoke of just and equitable trading system. Just the day before D-day, everyone is keeping his fingers crossed and waiting for the others to make the first move. http://cuts.org/news-cuts.htm#presscancun_3
Government Move on S’pore Issues Pragmatic: “CUTS” 

New Delhi, 09 September 2003

It is indeed pragmatic and farsighted for the Government of India to arm the Cancun WTO ministerial delegation to unbundle Singapore issues and go ahead on negotiating trade facilitation and transparency in government procurement, and also competition policy. http://cuts.org/news-cuts.htm#presscancun_2
CUTS IN MEDIA

Focus Energy At WTO On Services — NGO
The Hindu, 09 September 2003 
At the Cancun WTO ministerial, India should strategically focus its negotiating energies on export of Services than frittering it on issues, which will not result in any commercial gain. http://cuts.org/cutsinmedia1.htm#NGO
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Bumps On The Road To Cancun


The Economic Times, 06 September 2003


AT Cancun, all eyes will be on Arun Jaitley. Not because he is handsome, but because the powers will push him hard for not doing a Maran. The Doha meeting was held to ransom by Maran, and Cancun may witness an encore. Once again, we will need to choose between the Red Fort and the Chandni Chowk, i.e., whether we stand firm on our principles, which may not translate into commercial gains, or enter into some tough bargaining to consolidate and expand our gains. � HYPERLINK "http://www.cuts.org/cancun_articles.htm#Bumps" ��http://www.cuts.org/cancun_articles.htm#Bumps�
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