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EVENT

National dialogue on “Globalisation and the Informal Sector”

New Delhi, 24th September 2003

Globalisation is not a threat, but an opportunity in terms of expanding markets. However, in order to avail the opportunities, it is important that the stakeholders are allowed to operate under an enabling policy environment. The government’s role should be to regulate policy implementation and provide means for social safety nets for the poor. 

http://www.cuts.org/news-cuts1.htm#Betterment
PUBLICATIONS

Briefing Papers

Investor-to-State Dispute Settlement: What Can We Learn?

This briefing paper examines the “investors rights” that international investment agreements create by looking at some examples of investment disputes, and the nature of dispute settlement under investment agreements. It analyses controversial standards of treatment and provides some examples of the issues raised by dispute settlement. 

National Interests Vs. Competition: Where to Strike the Balance?

Time and again, controversy has raised its head on account of various governments’ conduct when it comes to choosing between simultaneous aims of ensuring full and free competition in the market and making a mark on the international stage by promoting “national champions” – companies strong enough to take on global competitors and act as flag-bearers in the global market. This question involves striking a balance between achieving competitiveness, progress and efficiency for the economy as a whole and preserving consumer welfare and the degree of competition in the segments concerned.

EINTAD Briefing Papers

The Coming Death of the ATC and China’s WTO Accession

Should India be truly worried about China’s accession to the WTO and the elimination of quotas by 2005? And if it is worried, what are the issues and what must be done to improve India’s competitive position?

This paper will address the relevant issues in this context, by first portraying what might be expected to occur by examining the results of a computable general equilibrium model incorporating the essentials of the ATC liberalisation process and China’s accession to the WTO. 

The bottom line of this study is a overview of the impact of china’s WTO accession on global trade.

The Use and Reform of Anti-dumping Measures

The use and abuse of anti-dumping measures has increased manifold. Thus, it becomes pertinent to understand the current global trends regarding the use of anti-dumping measures. This trend should be able to examine both the pre- and post- WTO scenario in terms of initiation of dumping and anti-dumping measures by developed and developing countries.

Understanding the economics of anti-dumping is important as it would go a long way in revealing the true impact of anti-dumping measures and investigations on different economic indices.

The Temporary Movement of Workers – GATS Mode 4

A study of health worker mobility has attractions in its own right. First, it is a sector where mobility is already high. 

Second, the sector has a wide range of skill requirements, so that contrasts drawn within the sector may be able to isolate the skill-related dimensions of temporary mobility relatively efficiently.

Third, and perhaps most importantly, the mobility of health workers raises critical policy issues in its own right. 

The EU and India on Competition Policy at the WTO: Is there a Common Ground?

The concerns relating to the link between trade and competition go as far back as the time of “The Wealth of Nations”.  This brief study analyses the stated positions of the EC and India, based on their submissions at the WTO Working Group on Interaction between Trade and Competition Policy and explores whether there is any common ground between them.

Why The Economic Case for a Multilateral Agreement on Investment is Weak.

Contentious issues related to a multilateral agreement on investment centre around four questions: (i) Is there any need for such an agreement? (ii) What should it contain? (iii) Should we aim for binding rules or flexible guidelines? and (iv) What would be the likely effects on the quantity and quality of FDI? This study attempts to answer all these questions.

Research Report

Bridging the Differences

This research volume analyses five issues of the WTO Agenda: Investment, Competition, Antidumping, Mobility of Labour and Textiles & Clothing. 

It highlights the role that research and policy institutions and civil society organisations can play in informing and influencing policymakers in the field of trade and investment issues, and in working towards bridging the gap between the development of knowledge and policy-oriented issues emerging in the multilateral trading system and to better understand the development dimensions of the international trading system.

ARTICLE

The After Effects Of Cancun 
The Economic Times, 20th September 2003
The solidarity shown by the poor countries at the Cancun trade meet, which came as a surprise to many, is a genuine reason for pride in the developing world. It showed what can be achieved in a democratic institution. If only trade negotiations were truly a democratic business! 
No sooner was the meeting over, both the United States and the European Union expressed their intention to find other ways to achieve their aims of opening markets for their goods and services. This would mean that countries like India, which are without any regional or bilateral arrangements, would suffer more than they would have under a multilateral regime. How did this situation come about? 

http://www.cuts.org/articlesnew.htm#After_Effects
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Cancun Collapse: Opportunities And Threats


The Hindu Business Line, 1st October 2003


It is a hat-trick for agriculture. First, it caused a serious crisis during the Uruguay Round, delaying its conclusion. As per the original schedule, the Uruguay Round was to be completed by 1990 but it got extended by three years and concluded in 1993. 


The second time at Seattle, talks failed mainly because there were serious differences over liberalisation in agriculture. Labour standards, however, were made the scapegoat. And, finally, at Cancun, it was agriculture once again. However, this time the blame was passed on to the Singapore issues, especially investment. 


In the run up to the Cancun Ministerial, many predicted yet another Seattle. But no one expected such a well-planned `Seattle'. �HYPERLINK "http://www.cuts.org/articlesnew.htm" \l "Collapse"��http://www.cuts.org/articlesnew.htm#Collapse�
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